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OsservatTions on the Present S1- 
y~uatrion and Furvere Prospects 
of rmis and the Univev $1TaTéEs, 

Ne. VIII. 
NOTHER friend of mine, the hon. 
Mr. ANakcuus, has furnithed me 
with a faither plan for improvement An le- 
giflation, which my duty, as well %s “achi- 
nation, induces me to lay before the piwtic. 

Jt cannot jeffen the character or the great 

Conititutionaiift, to acknowledge that iuis 

writer has gone tar beyond him in the per- 

fection of policy, when it is confefled chat 
the fyftem is built upon his foundation :-— 

The philoiophical geaius of a Bacon is not 

injured by the fuperior refearches of a New- 

ton; and, whatever comparifons may be 
drawn in favour of my republic, it cannot 
be expected my real merit thould ever eciipfe 
tit of the great Lycurgus of Sparta. One 
great geaius gives birth to another, and 
this food of political light now Harting up- 
oi our hemifphere, may be attributed to me 
few difcerning patriots, who ftood forth at 
the clo’e of the late war, in manly oppofition 
to the fentiments of General Wasnhinc- 
20N and the late Goveraor TRUMBULL. 
LYCURGUS. 
To LYCURGUS. 
Sir, 

MUST acknowledge my/elf extremely 

pleaied with the pian ot a pure demo 
cratic government lai” down by the Coniti- 
tutionalift in vour laf 
all the fchemes for innovation in our conftiw- 
tion, feems molt pericét unit. f, and moit 
conformaple to the prefeat dis; ofiuon oi the 
citizens of this flate. 
with all the true friend 

J humbty return him my thanks for that ex- 
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a defect, 


wiich 14V0u., Oreiv OF an aritocratic tpi- 
rit,’ by cxciuai@ from all thave in legiilat- 
on, One iu l half of the human race—— I 
mean the /eacle part of the community. 
This exchiion is certainly an ufarpation ca 
the rights of that fex¢4 reoders our conflitu- 
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number, w hich, oi 


never be vindicated by the advocates for 
pure democracy. 

T'nat women are born equally free as men, 
that they have the tame natural rights, are 
affe.ted by the laws, aid equally iaierelted 
in the welraie of the itate, are poiitioas, 
which none of our readers will deny. ‘The 
dominion of the eartn was given to Adam 
and Eve jointly, wituout any limitation of 
the inheritance to the neirs male of their bo- 
dies; and I copje@ ure that the idea of the 
total exclufion of females from legiflation, 
arofe about the fame time, and trom the 
fame {pirit, with the odious and ariftocratic 
dctrine of entailments. Yet other nations 
have had wi.dom fufficient to difcover that 
women were capable of ruling kingdoms 
and empires; and hiflory teaches us thac 
they have generally governed with more glo- 
ry to them.elves and happineis to their tab- 
jects, than kings or emperors. Can king 
George compare the glories of his reign with 
thofe of Anna or Elizabeth; or all the Eu- 
repean Sovereigns equal the Emprefs of Rat- 
fia in thecharacter ot alegiflator? Even ma- 
ny of the Wileit Princes fave peer indcbied 
for the greateft part of their reputation to 
the advice and influence of thetr wives or 
miitrefles ; while according to the words of 
Eidras, woman was ftronger than the king. 
To bring the argument nearer tothe feelings 
of my readers, | appeal to every married 
man in the ilate to determine from his own 
experience, whether women are deficient in 
natural inclination to take into their bands 
the reias of government, iatalents to guide 
them with dexterity, and addrefs, or ia po- 
licy to fupport the dominion they have gaia- 
ed. Not the walls of - Jericho bowed with 
more ifubmiffion to the blaft’ of tie Rams- 
Horns, than the {word aad the feeptre have 
eften fubmitted to the terrors ot the Broom- 
ftait and the Difaff. Since therefore wo- 
inen are. capable of governing their-hufb- 
ands m private families, and fkites or em- 
pires#m a public capacity, who can hefitate 
to préaounce that they have fulficieut abili- 
ties for Governefles, Aidfillants and reprcien- 
tit es: 
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term meer old women. ‘This undoubtedly 
aries trom their confcioufnels that public af- 
fairs flourifh moft in fuch hands. Bur I 
hav always preferred an original to a copys 
and have no dcubt in aflerting that a Maile 
old woman is by no means fo valuable as 2 fe- 
male, 

From thefe confiderations, and many 
others which might be mentioned, I beg 
leave to propofe the following plan for ad- 
mitting the female fex to an equal fhare in 
legiflation. 

{. That a fubfcription be immediately bes 
gun among the women, for building a new 
State Houte ir each of the cities of New-Ha- 
ven and Hartford, adjoining to the houfe 
already erefted, as foon as a futficient value 
in rings, jewels and necklaces fhall be col- 
leéted to defray the expence, which the la- 
dies will undoubtedly fubferibe liberally on 
this occafion which houfes when er- 
eaed, fhall be appropriated for the meetings 
of the female aflembiv. 

II, That the women in each town jn the 
ftate be thereupon incorporated with full pow~ 
eo te draft a Guvernefs, Lieutenant Govern- 
efs, Council and Reprefentatives. 

lil. That every woman who hath borne a 
child in lawful matrimony, fhall thereby be- 
come a freeholder or free-woman, and be 
entitled to the right of voting, and to all 
other privileges and immunities of a free- 
woman of the ftate;° and be capable of be- 
ing eleéted a reprefentative ; that the birth 
of an illegitimate child fhal) not confer_any 
fuch privilege; yet, confidering the difftcul- 
ties which the mothers of fuch children may 
find in engaging in matrimony, and the ne- 
ceility of encouraging population, the mo- 
ther of three fpurious children fhall (in imit- 
ation of the Romans) be entitled to the Jus 
frium ili bercrim, 

IY. As the office of midwife is the moft 
important of any at prefent in the tenureof 
the female fex, ‘I would propofe that all the 
granites in the fate be confidered as ftand- 
Ing In nomination for the higher otlices of 
government, and that all‘fature nominations 
be filled fromr thar venerable body of'ma- 
trons. ’ 

V. That a governefS be anaually chofe>, 
whofe ityie fhailbe, Her Excellency, Grou- 
ny General, 4-Femate Commander in 
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efs, whofe ftyle thall be, Her Honour, Ma- 
jor Granny of the ftate, and Twelve Adiit- 
ants who {hall be called their honours, and 
fivled the Council\of Grannies: and that 
the female houfe of repretentatives be draft- 
ed like the males twice-every year. 

Vi. That the Governeis, Counci) of 
Grannies, and the honfe of femaie reprefent- 
atives fhall at all times hereatte;, meet in 
the female ftate houfe at the fame umes 
when the male affembly, orgainzed atcord- 
ing te the pian of the Contiitutionaliit in 

our laft number, fhall convene That 
each aflembly fhall have anegative upon the 
other, and no aét or refolve ihal] be valid, 
without the concurrent afient of both aflem- 
blies. 7 

Vil. That for preferving order and de- 
cency in the female houfe of repreientatives, 
a fpeaker fhali be chofen, whole mouth hall 
be forthwith fecured by a padlock, and that 
an heavy penalty fhall be incurred, in caie 
more than Fiye and Twenty of the mem- 
bers shall prefume to {peak at the fame ume, 
and that evety member fhall forfeit double 
her wages for-the day,- who fhall come in 
privately armed with a broomftick, or other 
weapon, or fhall tear off the cap of another 
member, during the courfe of any debates. 

VIL. That ll! bills relative to Marriage, 
Divorce, Family Government, Education, 
and Criminal Conyerfation of every kind, 
fhall originate in the Female Affembly ; 
and that the two affemblies fhall have liberty 








on any emergency, to refolve themfelves in- 
to a committee of both houfes. 
1X. That the Sheriff attending on the fe- 


wrecte bln n Atl we obw public Capence fur- 
nith himfelf with a fufficient affartment of 
motherwort, catnip, tanfy, anodynes, and 
hyfteric pills, and fhall, at the opening of 
every feilion, and at all proper feafons du- 
ring its continuance, adminiitera general 
doie to all the members, to prevent the fa- 
tal effects that might arife from the predom- 
inant influence of the vapours in the female 
affembly. 


Ido not at prefent provide for fending 
Goffips to Congrefs, partly becaufe fome 
time may elapfe before al! the ftates will 
take fimilar meafures, and partly becaufe I 
confider that body as already poflefied of a 
competent fhare of Democratical Power: but 
this, and every other neceflary addition may 
be afterwards made by the two aflem- 
blies. 

Such are the outlines of my plan 
which, when compleated, and joined to the 
excellent male conftitution propofed by the 
corftitutionalift in your laft number, will 
form a perfect model of a pure democra- 
cy. 

“ would alfo humbly propofe when both 
affemblies are properly organized, whether, 





each other, it might not. be expedient for 
the council of grannies to prefide over the 
male houfe cf repréfentatives, and the male 
council over the female houie. 

As foo as this conititation is formed, I 
mean to publith, for the benefit of the fem- 
ale part of the community, fome general di- 
retions for the benefit of the temale part of 
the.community, jome general directions to 
the grannies and candidates for repreicatat- 
on, as to the method for acquiring populari- 
ty and fecuring votes or drafts in their several 
ftations, faithfully copied from the princi- 
ples and — of the prefent male old 
women in the United States. 


LYCURGUS. 





The Friend. No. III. 
By James Littlejohn, Efq; 


With heneft fcarn the firt fam’d Cato 
view'd 
Rome, learning arts from Greece, whom 
fhe iubdu’d. 


HE foilowing letter is writ- 

tenon a fubjeét of import- 
ance to America, The ftyle and 
manner of it are more replete with 
fpirit, than my own mild difpofiti- 
on would have dictated; but the 
fentiments are fo juft, that I will 
su any icatcts In my 
correfpondent’s own words, In 
the mean time, I chearfully accept 
of Mr. Homety’s propofal of a 
continuance of his correfpondence, 
and fhall be pleafed to receive his 
further communications. 

To Mr. LirtLtjoun, 

Sir, 

S I called the other morning 
A upon one of my neighbours, 
an induftrious farmer, named Jen- 
kius, I found him preparing for 
the bufinefs of the day. Amone 
other converfation that paffed, his 
wife cafually afked him, if he de- 
figned to plough, that day,.in a 
field which fhe named. He told 
her, he thought he fhould; but he 
would firft go over, and afk his 
daddx. Accordingly he croffed the 
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few minutes returned. As he 
came into the room, he obferved 
to his wife, that his dadda thought 
he’d betrer plough i that field; 
and that Cutty faid, he would come 
and fhew him where to begin, As 
1 knew him to be forty years of 
age, and of no contemptible und- 
erftanding, efpecially in his “own 
bufinefs, I thought it ftrange, that 
on fo plain a fubje@, he fhould feel 
the neceflity of his father’s advice, 
or condefcend to accept of his fa- 
ther’s inftruction. n 
AsI walked home, I could not 
avoid a train of contemplations on 
the fubject, and foon explained the 
whole of it to.my own fatisfaction. 
My neighbour was the youngeft fon 
of a fut ftantial farmer, with whom 
he lived, till his marriage. His 
education was merely domeftic, and 
fixed upon his-mind the fame im- 
preflions which alfo formed the ed- 
ucation of Tobit, the old houfe 
dog. Confined at home from his 
infancy, he knew but one train of 
ideas, and habits; and thefe were 
fixed beyond removal. His fa- 
ther, though now in his dotage, 
had the fame oracular influence 
upon him, as when he was a child. 
Accuftomed to afk his advice con- 
cerning every trifle, he knew not 
how to decide, even upon triftes, 
without that advice. Accuftomed 
to be directed by Cuffy, an old fer- 
vant in the family, he received his 
directions as matters of courfe, and 
knew no other mode of proceeding 
in his bufinefs, Thus, unlefs pre- 
vented b:: the timely death of his 
father, he will be a child in his old 
age, and walkin leading-flrings to 
the grave, 

As | was purfuing this fubje& 
with fixed attention, I could not 
help obferving a ftrong refemblance 
between the conduct of my neigh- 
bour Jenkins, and an important 
branch of the public conduét of my 
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of this country, we have been ac- 
cuftomed to an abfolute and infan- | 
tine dependence upon Great-Brit- 
ain, To this ftate of dependence 
all our habits of thinking and aét- 
ing, have been conformed. From 
Britain, have we been long accuft- 
omed to derive our manners, our 
{ciences, our laws, and our hon- 
ours. The name of parent, natur- 
aly affumed at our firftt exiftence, 
lias attached to itfelf the utmoft ex- 
tent of parental authority ; and the 
{tile of infant colonies, has been ac- 
companied bya behaviout literally 
infantine. With imperioufnefs on 
their part, and meannefs on ours, 
the idea was not only exhibited, 
but admitted, that all things Eu- 
ropean degenerate in American cli- 
mates ; that, as the animals dimi- 
nifh in fize and refolution, fo the 
mind experiences a fimilar contrac- 
tion and debafement. Hence the 
contemptuous epithet, Creolian, 
was haughtily beftowed and infam- 
oufly fuffered. Every fervant of 
the Britifh crown, evéry beggar 
and brat, who could gain an of- 
frce, even of tide-waiting fignifi- 
cance, like an Algerine renegado, 
affumed airs of dominion, and felt 
as if no title of refpect was too 
humble an aé-of inferiority, from 
a dirty Creole. If we wifhed to 
act, or to think, we waited till 
“ dadda thought it beit, and- till 
“ Cuffy would fhew us where to 
Begin.” 
When the late war commenced, 
and a-fpirit of perfonal. independ- 
ence {pread its etherial power thro’ 
every corner of this country, [ en- 
joyed, with fupreme fatisfaction, 
the zra, when men, when freemen, 
began to feel themfelves to be-men 
and realized their equality with 
the other fons of Adam. The en- 
tire national. glory and importance 
acquired by us, through every 
{tage of the war, and efpecially in 
its conclufion, fecured, to my flat- 
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tered hopes, the future exiitence of 
this manly and becoming charatt- 
er. But I have lived vo fee thefe 
hopes difappointed. Since the con- 
Clufion of the war, the needy and 
adventurous have fwarmed from 
the Britifh hive, and fought, in 
our happy country, the property 
and importance, denied them at 
home. Could we treat them with 
propriety, their acceffion would be- 
nefit America, and, by my own bo- 
fom at leaft, they would be cheer- 
fully welcomed to our fhore, But 
unfortunately we have reaffumed 
the {pirit of colonial depreffion, 
and returned to our original ba- 
byhood. Every foreigner, even 
of very moderate abilities, and 
ftill more moderate importance, 
affumes to himfelf, and from our 
treatment of him has aright to af- 
fume, airs of fuperiority over all 
mere Americans; and fpeaks, with 
high felf complacency, of Britith 
grandeur, Britifh .fcience, and a 
hundred other Britith etceteras, 

To this conduct ourfelves give 
birth. Our complaifance to thefe 
perfons untformly wears the clear- 


eft marks of confcious inferiority, 
and conceqiptible ferviliey. Ie a 


fafhion to be introduced into our 
country, it muft be handed 'to us 
from Britain. Is a feat of learning 
or dignity to be filled, with cap in 
hand, we humbly follicit fome 
needy adventurer, to vouchfafe 6 
fill'it. Without a fingle pretence 
to greater worth, or more fuitable 
accompiithments for the office in 
queftion, than multitudes of Ame- 
ricans, without’ capacity, or dilpo- 
fition to perform the .duties of it, 
and often without any qualificati- 
on except Evropeanifin, we invite, 
urge, and befeech thefe ftrangers 
into our employments of digaity, 
and our mott valuable-livings. 

A fhining inftance of this nature 
lately happened in Pennfylvania, 
A foreigner, named Henry How- 
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ard, came into that ftate from Ire- 
land, and exhibited himfelf as a 
perfon fitted for the legal profeffi- 
on. With little enquiry into his 
charaéter; or qualifications, the 
good people of that ftate concern- 
ed in the fubjeét, introduced him, 
through the feveral grades of eleva- 
tion, into the office of Solicitor 
General. It was not indeed fup- 
pofed that he had the practical 
knowledge requifite for the em- 
ployment; but that, aman of gen- 
ius, or in other words, a Europe- 
an, would very foon acquire. Mr. 
Solicitor, with all the airs of of- 
fice; was introduced into the beft 
company, and paffed in the eye of 
multitudes, who defpifed their own 
countrymen, even when poffeffed 
of the repuifite accomplifhments, 
foraperfon of the firft confequence. 
Not long after, a veffel arrived 
from Ireland, with a female paff- 
enger on board, who immediately 
afierher landing, enquired for her 
hufBand, one Henry’ Howard, a 
tallow chandler. -Unfortunately 
for Mr. Solicitor General, the la- 
dy happening one day to fix her 


eye upon him in public, inftantly 
claimed him for plain, tallow chan- 


dier Howard, her own identical 


hufband. The good man with’ all 


his: umportance, could neither de- 
ny his wife, nor conceal theconfu- 
fion her acknowledgement of him 
excited. However he found’means 
to quit her a fecond' time, and fe- 
cretiy decamped with the utmoft 
precipitation. What muft fenfible 
Europeans think of the underfta:.- 
- ding of a people,, among whom 
their own tallow —chandlers are 
tranfinuted into Solicitors General ? 
I with not to be thought un- 
friendly to foreigners, nor am I 


' confcious of an uncharitable or il- 


liberal difpofition towards them. 
Put I cheerfully own, fuch a pre- 
dilection to Europeans appears to 





me highly contemptible, and de- 
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baling. As I have not a fingle 
doubt, that my countrymen are 
pofeiled of geaius, and every na- 
tural accomplifhment, to as high 
a degree, as any people on earth, 
fo I am equally fatisfed, thatchere 
is not an office in America, which 
Americans caanot fill wichthe firit 
reputation. .At leait we are yet, to 
feck for Europeans who can fill 
them better. This, Mr. Luittle- 
jahn, is not a difrefpectful fuggeit- 
‘ian concerning perfons of. this de- 
fcription already fettled in Amert- 
ca. I wifh them to conSder them- 
felves, and to be confidered by us, 
ason the fame line ofequality. On 
what principles, can chey arrogate 
more? , 
_ The pra&tice, and the fource of 
it, are the objects of my reprehen- 
fion. I deipife both in Americans ; 
I fhould defpife them in Britons, 
towards Americans. Meanneis of 
foulis the fource.of it; infignifi- 
cance and infamy are its neceifa- 
ry effects. The very Europeans, 
who have fertke i in’ this country, 
are interefted in oppofing it, for 
their children will, of courfe, par- 
take in the cominon fpirit of the 
eeuntiy, amdin allits confequen. 
ces. 7 
Thus, Mr. Littlejahn, have I 
mentioned an evil, of ao tniil 
magnitude, exifting in this coun- 
try. This, if I miitake nor, is 
fuch a fubjec&t as you mentioned 
in- your firft number; a fubject, in 
which Americans are. immediarely 
concerned. If you think thefe ab- 
fervations merit a place in your 
paper, my next fhall furnifhh you 
with the reafons which, in the opi- 
nion of one perfon at leaft, ought 
to produce a. different condu& in 
my countrymen. 


l.am yours &c. 


JOHN HOMELY. 


The 
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‘An ESSAY on CRIMES anv PUN- 


ISHMENTS. 


By ths Marquis Beccaric, of Milan. 


CHAPS XXVIII, 


Of the Punifhment of Death. 


‘ET us, for a moment, attend to the 
reafoning of a robber cr affaffin, who 

is deterred from violating the laws by the 
gibbet or the wheel. 1am fenfibie, that 
to develope the fentiments of one’s owa 
eart, is an art which education only can 
teach. but although a villain ‘may tot be 
able iogive aclear account of his princi- 
ples they neverthelefs influence his condud, 
He reaions thus. ‘* What are thefe laws, 
«¢ that Tam bound to refpeét, which make 
«© fo great a diiference between me anda 
‘¢ rich man? he refules me the farthing I 
«s afk of him, and excufes himfelf by bid- 
** ding me have recourfe to labour, with 
« which he is unacquainted. Who made 
“© thefe laws? © The’rich and the great, 
«« who never deigned to viiit the miferabie 
«¢ hutof the poor; who never faw him di- 
«« viding a piece of mouldy bread, amid 
«¢ the cries of his famifhed children and the 
tears. of his wife. Let us break thofe 
<¢ ties, fatal to the greatett part of mankind, 
«< and only ufeful to a few indolent tyrants. 
‘¢ Let us attack injuitice at its fource. I 
*¢ will return to my natural ftate of inde- 
** pendance. I thall live free and happy 
<< on the fruits of my courage and induf- 
«« try. A day of pain and repentance may 
** come, but it will be fhort: and for an 
hour of grief I thall enjoy years of plea- 
*« {ure and liberty. King of a {mall num- 
ber, as determined as mylelf, I will 
** correct the miitakes of fortune; and I 
*« fhall fee thole tyrants grow pale and 
«* tremble at the fight of him, whom with 
«* infulting pride, they would not fuffer to 

‘* rank with their dogs and hor!es, 

RELIGION then prefents i:felf to the 
mind of thé lawlefs villain, and promifing 
him almoft a certainty of eternal happinets 
upon the eafy terms of repentance, contri- 
butes m tch to lefien 
lait fcene of the tragedy. 
BUT he who forefees, that he muft pafs 

a great number of ycars, even his whole 
life, in pain and flavery; a ilave to thofe 
Jaws by which he was protected ; in fight of 
his fellow citizens, with whom he lives in 
freedom and fociety ; makes an ufeful com- 
parifon between thole evils. tie uncertain- 
ty of fuccefs, and the fhoitnets of the time 
in which he fhail enjoy the friuts of his 
tranfgrefion. ‘The examp!e of thole wretch- 
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es continually before their eyes, makes a 
mauch greater impredflion on him than a pu- 











ihe horror of the 


nifhment, which inflead of corre¢tifg; 
makes him more obdurate. 


» THE punithment of death is pernicious 


to fociety, from the example of barbarity it 

affords. If the patlions, or the neceffity of 

war, have taught men to fhed the blood of 

their fellow-creatures; the laws; which are 

intended to moderate the ferocity of man- 

kind, thould not increate it by examples: of 

barbarity, the move horrible, as this pu- 

nifhment is ufualiy attended with formal 

pageantry. Is it not abfurd, that the laws, 

which deteft and punifh homicide, ‘hould, ° 
in order to prevent mardcr, publicly com- 

mit murder themfelves? What are the 

mott ufeful laws? Thofe compatts and con- 

ditions which af! would propo‘e and oblerve 

in. thor moments when private intereft is 

filent, or combined with that of the public. 

What are the natural fentiments of mankmd 

concerning the punifhment of death? We 

may readthem in the contempt and indigne- 

tion with which every one looks on the ex- 

executioner, who is nevertheiels an innocent 

executor of the public will; a good citizen, 

who cont.ibutes to the advantage of fociety ; 

the initrument of the general security within ; 

as good foldiers are without. What then is 
the origin of this contradi€ion? Why is 

this fentiment of mankind indelible, to the 
feandal of reafon? It is, that in a fecret 
corner of the mind, in which the original 
imprefiions of nature are ftiil.preferved, men 
difcover a fentiment which tells them, that 
their lives are not lawfully in the power of 
any one, but of that neceflity only, which 
with its iroa fceptre rules the uni- 
verfe,. 

WHAT muft men think, when they fee 
wife magiilates and grave minifers of juf- 
tice, with indifference and ¢rarquility, 
dragging a criminal to death, and whi.fta 
wretch trembles with agony, expeéting the 
fatal ilroke, the jude, who has condemned 
him, with the coldett infenfibility, and 
perhaps with no imyil gratification from the 
exertion of bis authority, quits his tribunal 
to enjoy the comforts and pleaiures of life ? 
They will fay, “ Ah! thofe cruel formas 
* hities of juftice are a cloak. to tyranny, 
‘« they are a fecret language, a folemn 
veil, intended to conceal the {word by 
which we are facrificed to the infatiable 
idol of defpotifm. Murder, which they 
would reprefent to us as an horrible crime, 
we fee practiied by them without repug- 
nance, or remorie, Let us follow their 
‘“‘ example. A violent death is terrible 
* in detcriptioss, but we {ce that it is an 
afairol ne mcment. It wil! be till lef 
terrible to. him, who not expecting it, 
efcapes almoit without pain.’? Such js 

















the fatal, though abfurd reafoning of men 
who are difpoled to commit crimes; on 


whom the abu’e of religion has more intlu. 


ence than religion itfeif, 
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IF it be objefted, that almof all nations 
in all ages have pnnithed certain crimes 
with death, I anfwer, that the force of thele 
examples vanifhes when oppoted to truth, 
againit which examples urged in vain. The 
hiltory of mankind 1s an mmmentetea of er- 
rors, in which a few obfcure truths may here 
and there be found. 

BUT human facrifices have alfo been 
common in almott all nations. That fome 
focieties only, either few in number, or 
for a very thort time, abftained from the 
punifhment of death, is rather favourabie 
to my argument; for fuch is the fate of 
great truths that their duration is only as a 
flath of lightening in the long and dark 
night of error. “Lhe happy time is not yet 
arrived, when truth, as falfhood has been 
hitherto, fhall be the portion of the greatett 
number. 

I AM ferfible that the voice of one phi- 
lofopher is too weak to be heard amidit the 
clamours of a multitude, blindly influenced 
by cuitom; but there is a {mall number of 
fages, fcattered on the face of the earth, 
who will echo to me from the bottom of their 
hearts; and if thefe truths fhould happily 
force their wey tothe thrones of priuces, be 
it known to them, that they come attended 
with the fecret wifhes of all mankind; and 
tell the fovereign who deigns them a graci- 
ous reception, that his tame fhall outfhine 
the glory of conquerors, and that equitable 
poiterity will exalt his peacetal trophies a- 
bove thofe of a Titus, an Antoninus ora 
Trajan. 

HOW happy were maknind, iflaws were 
now to be fift formed; now that we fee on 
the thrones of Europe, benevolent nionarchs, 
friends to the virtues of peace, to the arts 
and fciences, fathers of their people, 
though crowned yet citizens; the increaie 
of wiofe authority es the happinefs 
of their iubjeéts, by deftroying the intermedi- 
ate defpotiim, which intercepts the prayers 
of the people to the throne. If thefe hu- 
mane principles fuffer the old laws to fubfift, 
it is doubtlefs becaufe they are deterred by 
numberlefs obftacles, which oppofe the fub- 
verfion of errors eftablifhed by the tan¢tion 
of ages; and therefore every wile citizen 
will with for the increafe of their authority. 





A SERMON, that will fuit any prea her 
and adapted to any audience, at any time, 
in any place. 

Mian is torn to trouble as the /parks fly up- 
avards. 


Jon. 


Brethren ? I frall divide my difcourfe into, 
and coufider it under the three folii Wing heads. 


Po e j 
if. Man's inzre/s inte the world. 


2d. His pregrejs through the world. 
And thirdly and lefily, His egre/s cut of the 
world, 
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1. Mans ingress into the world, is nae 
kea and bare. 

2d. His progres through the world is trev- 
ble and care. 

And thirdly and lofily, His egress ont of 
the world is, no bedy kncws where. 

To conclude, LIf_qwe do well here, we jall 
do well there. 

I can tell you no mort, if I preach a whole 
year. 
Vive la Bagatelle! 





As nuthing tends more firengly to inculcate 
the principles cf religtox, aud enforce their 
practice, than the example of thoje men, 
whofe fuperior abilities huve rendered them 
the objects of our veneration ; an apolegy 
for laying before our readers the following 
prayer, of the late Deetor Fobnyon, wiil 
be unnecefjary. 


1749-50. : 

January \, after three inthe morning. 
LMIGHT1 GOD, by whofe will I 
ewas created, and by whofe providence 
1 have been juftained, by whofe mer- 

cy T have been called to the knowleage of my 
Redeemer, and by whofe grace whatever I 
have thought or aded acceptable to thee bas 
teen infpired and direéed; grant O Lord, 
that in reviewing my paoft life, I may recelleét 
thy mercies to my prefervation, in whatever 
ftate thou prepareft for me ; that in affiiction 
1 may remimber bow often I have been fuc- 
coured: and in profperity may know and cone 
Sejs from whofe hand the bliefing is received. 
Let me, O Lord: fo remember my fas, that I 
abilife them ty true repentance, and fo improve 
ihe year to Which ihos DAS gracivuply &Xienaea 
my life, and all the years which thou fralt 
yet allewe me, that I may hourly become pu- 
rér in thy fight, jo ihat I may live in thy 
fear and die in thy favour, and find mercy 
at the laft day, for the jake of Cbrift. Amen. 





ATRUE ANECDOTE. 
NAVERD is almeft always its cwn pu- 
K nifoment, as virrue is tts cumreward: 
A woman who had brought jeme light 
vund: of butter te market, bad the good luck 
t fell them all but one before the clerk of the 
market come abcut ; when fle pereecived the 
cficer of juftices foe began to dread the fate of 
ber left roll; bowwever, imiguity is fertile mm 
expedients 5 fhe thought it did not want more 
than two cunces to make it a pound, and there- 
fore as the clerk approached, fhe /queexed tev 
acliars into the reil to make Tt the rig At 
weight 5 the clerk come, weighed the butier, 
—it was fill too light, be thriew it into bis 


bi fret, acilers and all, and fiectped eway to 
inf pee? the butter 6} ancike Ucmany, avho to 
cvoid the pr fibility of cenjure, or lofi, bad 


put it up half an ounce absve the fiandard 
weight. 


But Joepherd leds affemble bere, 
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PEL £E. 
By Mr. COLLINS. 


MEE 


‘O fair Fidele’s eref} T mb, 


Syt maids and wiilage hinds frail 
f (érinz 
Each opening faucet of earlieft blocm, 
And rifie all the breathing /pring. 
Il. 
No wailing ghift foal dare appears — 
Jo, vex with forieks this quiet grove; 


Ana melting virgins con they tow, 
2g J 
UI. 
? - +e . 2) yy? r lal 
No wither’d witch feail rere be fren, 
No goblins lead iheir nightly »crea, 

The female fays thail haunt the green, 
And dre/s thy grave with pearly dew. 
IV, 

The ved breaft oft at evening hours, 
Shall kindly lend his little aid: 
With hoary mo’s and gather’d flowers, 
To deck the ground where thou art laid. . 
& 
V. 
When howling wings and beating rain, 
Ih tempefis foake the jy!van cell, 
Or midft the chace on ex’ ry plain 
9 if > 
The tender thought on thee foall deel, 
VI. 
Each lonely fcene foali thee refforc, 
For thee the tear be duly foed ; 
Below’d till life couid charm no more, 
And mourn’d ¢i// Pity’s felf de dea’, 
d y 





iE °O-N. LD COUN. 
December -1. 
Extrac&t of a letter from Boiogne,. 
November, 21. 

‘s If reafon, which is the fame 
in all countries, and i> 7} times, 
were the guide of our actions, or 
the ftandard by which man mea- 
fured his thovehts, we fhould not: 
find fuch a difference of opinion, . 
refpecting the forms of goverhmert 
between two countries: fo very 
near each other as England and 


_France;. which do not lie farthe: 


afunder than London and Windfor. 
Inftead of wifhing for a participati- 
on in the bleffings of the Brirtith 
conftitution,. the. people of this 
town, once a-year, onthe feaft of 
St. Mark the evangelift, demen- 
ftrate. by’ bonfires ‘in the’ great 
fquare: the joy they feel at having 
been freed from the Britith govern- 
ment, and reftored to the crown of 
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6 2 The 
France. This event, avhich they 
celebrate with fo much feftivity, 
happened in the reign of the Tu- 
dors; and yet itis fpoken of as if 
it had happened but yefterday ; 
and the inhabitants, while the 
fires are blazing, congratulate each 
other, that by this happy revoluti- 
on, they had not been born Britith 
fubjeéts. Some years ago, the 
joy of the people of this city on St. 
Martin’s day had like to have been 
turned into forrow, and their fef- 
tivity had nearly ended in a trage- 
dy.—The bifhop, who is ftill a- 
live, was carrying the hoft under 
a canopy at the public proceffion, 
when a monfter of impiety, con- 
trived to get clofe up to him as he 
walked along, ftabbed him in the 
fide, with a long fharp pointed 
knife, and got away unperceived, 
but was afterwards taken in a 
church; the knife fortunately 
ftruck agatnit a rib, or the vene- 
rable prelate muft have been kil- 
Jed on the fpot; he efcaped, how- 
ever, with a very trifling wound. 
What made the affaffin take this 
defperate ftep was this :—He was 
already initiated into holy order, 
fo far as to receive what the Catho- 
lies call the Minor Orders; but 
when he prefented himfelf to ftand 
an examination, previous to his 
receiving the order of deacon, he 
was told that the Jord bifhop had 
enquired into his character, and 
found it to be fo immoral, that he 
could not in confcience make hima 
deacon; he was therefore to re- 
nounce every hope of being ad- 
vanced to the higher orders; his 
lordfhip having made up his mind 
on that fubjeét, and finally refolv- 
ed not to degrade the character of 
the clergy, by admitting among 
them a perfon of fo bad a charaét- 
er. The fellow was fo enraged at 
this, that he vowed to be the de- 
ftruction of the worthy prelate, 
which he nearly accomplifhed as 
above. He was afterwards tried 


New-Haven Gazette, 














and 


for the crime, condemned to be 
broke alive, and then burnt: the 
fentence was literally executed, 
though the bifhop moved Heaven 
and Earth to fave the affaffin’s life: 
but fo great was the love of the 
court for fo refpe@able a man, that 
not even a mitigation of the fen- 
tence could he obtain. What the 
venerable prelate could not there- 
fore do for the body of the crimi- 
nal, he ftrived to do for his foul ; 
for every year fince, on the anni- 
verfary of the execution, he prays 
publicly in the Cathedral for the 
falvation of this man, and recom- 
mends him to the prayers of the 
congregation. 

‘« If the bithops of England were 
as ftri€t as the good bifhop of Bo- 
logne, in making enquiries into 
the charaéter of thofe who are can- 
didates for the holy orders, and as 
obfervant of the great duty of pre- 
lates, not to raife abandoned per- 
fons to the funétions of the pulpit, 
and the altar—we fhould find the 
clergy of Enzland an order of fanc- 
tity with the people as they ought 
to be, inftead of being ufed as they 


are, with indifference, if not with 
contempt. This good prelate is 


alfo a pattern to all bifhops for re- 
fidence and charity, as well as for 
fanétity and manners. He has 
been about forty-four years bi- 
fhop of Bologne, and has not been 
twice at court during all that peri- 
od. He has never been abfent 
a day from his diocefe, except to 
attend his duty at the affembly of 
the clergy. His church livings 
are worth about 4000]. a year, of 
which he fpends about 800}, on 
himfelf and houfchold, all the reft 
he gives away to the poor. How 
much mete feelingly does the ex- 
ample of fuch a man preach to the 
people, than the moft eloquent 
fermons of dignitaries, whofe lives 
are perpetually at war with the 
precepts of the gofpel. 
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~By the Duke of Cumberland 
Packet, which arrived on the 
2th ult. at New-York, from 
Falmouth, we have the fol- 
lowing advices: : 


VIENWN A, December 5. 

The attention of our politicians is no longer 
exgaged upon the affair of the: Schvidt, the 
great fubjed of difcuffion being now the propos 
Jed exchange of Bavaria for the Anfirian 
Netherlands, wiich it is generally believed 
will take place in a foort time. 

Tangters, Now, 11. Yeflerday was em- 
barked for Malaga, fix cftriches, tivo lions, 
one panther, a hyena, jeveral curious /oeep, 
and a goat of an uncommon /pecies. They 
are @ prefent from the Emperor of Merecco to 
ihe King of Spain. 

Naples, Now, 16. They write from Tra- 
nt, that the fepulchre of a hifbop was acet- 
dentally difcowered there lately, and from the 
infcriplions it bears, the body it contains ap- 
pears to have lain there for four centuries, 
neiwithfanding neither the corpie, the beard, 
nor the pontifical vefiments exhibit any marks 
of alteration or decay. 

_Nov, 25. The rave principal mouths of 
Vefuvius continue to throw out cinders and 
jtones, which fometimes rife to the height 
of 1500 totfes, and the liquid matier is 
Sometimes feen to rife to the form of a fet a? 
Lau, and the vaft noifes are heard in the 
béttom of the mountain. The crater which 
was at at firfi very deep, is filled up, and 
the matter is voided by a new aperture on 
the Jlope of the mountain, whence it runs in 
a river of fire, and the lava is gathered in 
the bottom of the valley, and caufes no da- 
mage. Repeated foocks have been felt in the 
neighbourhood of the mountain, and particn- 
larly om the morming of the 18th, infomach 
that the inbabitants hieke to be alarmed, but 
the foocks bave now ceajed without doing any 
damage. 

Copenhagen, Dec. 8. It is now /poken 
eoith the utmoft confidence, that the beredita- 
ry Prince of Denmark, well~joon embark on 
board the yatch prefented to him by his uncie 
the King of England, for one of the Britifs 
ports, for the purpofe of efpoufing one ofthe 
Princefzs of that natton. 

Whiteball, Dec. 27. The hing has bean 
pleafed to appoint Mr. Archibald Davidjon to 
be Principal of the College of Glafgoaw, in 
the room of Mr, William Leachman, deceased. 

NEWYORK, March 29. 

Letters from England, by the Packet men- 
tion, that the Britijh Commiffioners for infpece 
ting the claims of the American Loyalifis, 
have appointed Mr. ANSWELL, a gentle. 
man of very vefpectable character, to embark 


for this city to make enquir; into the value of 


the eftast which have been confijcated and 
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Boosie ATES 


{eld on account of their adherence to Great- 
Britain, during the late war. 

In the British Packet came paffenger Mr. 
George Joy, of this City 5 and in the Ship 
Grace, arrived laft Sunday from Charle- 
ton, came paffengers the Hon, Major-Gene- 
ral.Baron de Steuben, and Major North. 

It is with pleafure we inform the Public, 
that a gentleman of South-Carclina, has in- 
vented a machine jo confiructed, that it will 
raije water ia any quantity, from 50,0000 
to 109,000/ gallons per minute, from 2G fect 
in height to 200 perpendicular, alfo pumps 
that will fill an indigo vat in one minute ; 
their confirudtion fimple, and eafly worked ; 


pumps to throw a moft amazing quantity of 


water out of faips or veffels fo as ia prevent 
them from finking, foould they unforsunately 
frart a plank ; pumps for flopping and putting 
out fires, in cttias, Sc. even avhen the wind 
blows “high ; this gentleman's turn of mind, 
aided by an indefatigable indufiry, promife 
great advantages inthe improvement of agri- 
culture, and if properly encouraged, ww great- 
hy advance the profperity of the flates. 





PHILADELPHIA, March 24. 

‘It 1s with pleafure we hear that 
the inland navigation of the Po- 
towmack and its branches are at 
prefent infuch promifGing appear- 
ances ; and i 
larly fo to find fuch a friendly dif- 
polition inthe different legiflatures 
of Marylind, and Pennfylvania 
and the other governments, to- 
wards improvement of that kind, 
as to affure the public, that com- 
miffioners are and will be appoint- 
ed by thoie ftates, for opening a 
communication between the Che- 
fapeak and Delaware Bays; an 
event big with the greateft urility 
to every clafs of the citizens of the 
middle ftates. Sufguehannah, 
that great fource of the Chefapeake 
will, no doubt, ima fhort time 
pour into the lap of commerce, 
the immenfe treafures with which 
her various and fertile branches 
may abound, and the numerous 
inhabitants through the courfe of 
feveral hundred miles, will, we 
hope, fpeedily feel the happy eff- 
e€ts which in a particular manner 
muft redound to them. 
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BALTIMORE, March 17 

The following audacious robbery, 
commited in the houfe of gene- 
ral Williams, in this town, is 
publifhed here with a view of ex- 
citing vigilance in the inhabit- 
ants, for the prelervation of 
their property. 

Wednefday evening about half 
after 8 o’clock, fome nocturnal ad- 
venturers entered into the door of 
general Williams’s houfe in Gay- 
Street, fhut it again, turned the 
key of a partition door, which o- 
pens into the naval office, open'd the 
door on Water-Sfreet, which was 
locked and barred within, and 
broke open two defks, In one of 
the defks they found ten or twelve 
French crowns, and in the other 
four French crowns, thirteen mil- 
led dollars, fome finall pieves of 
coin, and a cobb dollar; the lat- 
ter being counterfeit, was thrown 
on the floor, which induces a be- 
lief that they had a lanthorn, and 
two fticks being taken away that 
there were more than one perfon. 
This piece of villany was executed 
with fo much addrefs and difpatch, 
that although the general and his 
fainily were in the adjoining room, 
no difcovery was made till a few 
minutes after. 





HE following example of 
uncommon fecundity was 
publifhed in the Ruffian newfpa- 
pers inthe year 1782, and reprint- 
ed in the Spanifh Gazette No. 57. 
Madrid, July 16. 1782, viz. 

“*« San-Peterfburg, 4th of June. 
In the matricular book of the inha- 
bitants of the county caHed Troo- 
ifka,* remitted this year (1782). in- 
to the chancery of the town of 
Mutkowa, there is made 
mention. of a peafant, named 





Pheador. Vacilitz (Theodore Bafi- 
lides) 75 years old, who was mar- 
ried but twice, and has avery nu- 
His firft wife lay 
fhe was 


merous family. 
in. twenty-feven times; 
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brought forth of four children at a 
time, at four births, of three chil- 
dren at atime, atfeven births, and 
of twins at fixteen births; fo that 
fhe brought fourth: fixty-nine chil- 
dren. His fecond wife gave light 
to eighteen children in eight deli-- 
veries, viz. to two in fix, and to 
three children in two deliveries ; 
fo that in five and thirty Jabours of 
his two wives, that peafant became 
the father of eighty-feven chil- 
dren of whom eighty-three are now 
living. (1782.) In the reign of 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, Petrovan, 
(Betfey, daughter of Peter) ano- 
ther peafant was introduced be- 
fore this great princefs, with a file 
of eighty two of his lawful children 
and gracioufly by her majefty grat- 
ified with a penfion. We have now 
in this city, a Ruffian, born in the 
year 1745, who left his native 
country.. San-Peterfburgh, in the 
year 1773, when he had five bro- 
thers and fifters born before him, 
and twenty feven after him, fo that 
his father and mother had 33 chil- 
dren, and were in gaod heaith and’ 
high fpirits when he departed from 
them. Among the ancients the 
north of Europe was called the 
nurfery of mankind, and ir itill. 
deferves the name. 








WORCESTER, March 3o. 

We hear from Gorham, in the 
eaftern part of this commonwealth,, 
that Mr. Stephen Harris of that 
town hath lately loft four children 


_ by the throat diftemper—the eldeft 


in-the eleventh year of her age, 
and the youngeft in the third.— 
What makes this di fpenfation of 
providence the more affecting is,, 
that his wife. was brought to bed 
five days after the death of the- 
firft child ; the next. day after an- 
other died ; on the fecond day ar- 
terthe death of this a third died;, 
and next day after the fourth.— 
Under this preflure of grief the 
now lies. dangeroufly ill. 
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New-Haven, April 6. 

‘he members of Congrefs, for- 
ign minuters, and ate biog 
into New-Y ork by that city’s be. 
ing the feat of empire, eseiad an 
extraordinary expenditure it is faid, 
of not lefs than one thoufand dol- 
lars per day. 

Oa the 2sth ult. the bill- for 
granting the Impoft to the United 
States in Congrefs afiembled, was 
read a fecond time in the Affembly 
of New -York, and committed to 
a committee of the whole houfe. 
On the divifion for committing it, 
th rere appear ed, 

For the afirinative, 75 

For the negative, 24. 

We hear frém Burlington, in 
New-Jerfey, that an unfortunate 

tranger was robbed of about three 
pounds a few days ago, near that 
city, and that the unfecling villains, 


. after debating whether they fhould 


kill him er not, took an axe and 
chopped off one of his arms. 

All the fiates have aurhorifed 
the United States in Congrefs af- 
fembled, to levy the impoft, and 
regulate trade with foreign nations, 
New. York only excepted. 

This day is appoi nted a day of 
fafing and prayer throughout the 
fates « of Maffachufetts and } New- 
rs 

i Thurfday evening laft w 
Marr so t New-York, bv the aaa. 
Vir. Pre vot, the a 1. Rufus King 
E.fg. member of Congrefs for the 
itate of -MMallachuletts, to - ifs Al- 
iop, the only John 
Ali wp. >] Aq. avery cali inent nae 
ait of that C1 

‘s W wei April 4th. 

Thuriday laf on the 

Quarterly exhibitio ns of the fchool 
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plaufe of a numerous and refpec- 
able audience.” 

The merchants of Kingfton 
have entered into an agreement 
which commenced the firft of Janu- 

ary laft; that an intereft is to take 
place on all goods fold the prefent 
year, on the firft of April, 1787, 
provided accounts are rendered fix 
weeks previous to that time. 

On Sunday the 1gth day of Feb- 
ruary laft, in the upper end of Ha- 
nover county in Virginia, died 
Mrs. Frances Brown, a widow, a- 
ged 109; and what is remarkable, 
and perhaps never before happened, 
afew weeks before her death fhe* 
gave her confent to her fon, Wil- 
liam BroWn, aged 72, to marry a 
woman aged 36. 

Captain Dufry of the fhip 
bound frm Philadelphia to Bilboa, 
in a letter to his friend in Philadel- 
phia, dated the 16th Feb. informs 
that he arrived at Barbadoes in the 
greateft diftrefs, with the lofs of 
his mizen maft and quarter galle- 
ries; the fhip at that time making 
three feet ten inches water in an 
hour. He at length got permifi- 
on to refit, but before he got his 
repairs compleated, was ordered 
to fea, in as bad a condition as 
when he arrived. When at fea, 
he found the fhip in fo defperate a 
condition, that his hands were not 
willing to proceed on the voyage, 
he bore away for St. Euftatia, 
where he arrived after much diffi-, 
culty, and landed his cargo to re- 
pair, after which he inten ds to re- 
turn to Philadelphia. 

It is fup pofed that Mr. Ebenezer Dayton 
of Derby was drowned in Derby river latt 
Monday morning His clothes were found 
on the bank of the river, and he has not 
fince been feen. 

Mr. Webtfter, Author of the Grammati- 
cal Inftitute, begi: 1s this evening toread, in 
the city hall in New-York, a courte of lec- 
tures onthe ENGLISH LANGUAGE, and 
on EDUCATION in general. 

On the £80 ult. — at New- Yo k , 


Matter, from Cap e Francoi Ss in tweat ty. 

















and the 


three days; five days before he failed, ar- 
rived Sloop Fortuue, Captain Johnidn, be- 
longing to Hudion, with a cargo of horfes, 
The mof that tic horfes leaner | two Joes 
a head. 





Anfwers to the Queftions in No. 7. 
I. The hound wili leap 1250 times, and 
then overtake the hart when fhe has made 
?50 leaps. : 
I. The hound and the hart muft each have 
made 2500 leaps at the time when the 
hound overtakes the hart. X. Z. 





II. ‘The minute hand will overtake and 
exactly coincide with the hour hand, in 6h. 
32 minutes, 43 feconds, 38 thirds, and 
<r Of a third. : ties 





II. The minute hand will overtake the hour 
hand at the 27th minute 16th fecond, and 
+*, after 5-0’clock, in the Oth revolution ef- 
ter 12 o'clock, trom whence they began 
their revolutions together. Xx. 2: 

«> The propoter of the queftions is re- 
guefted to decide the difference between A, 
and X. ae 





MatTuHEMATICAL QUESTION. 
A CISTERN hath tour orifices 
of equal heighth, but diferent 
bigneffes ; the firft of itfelf would 
exhauft the whole of its contents 
in an hour, the fecond in three quar- 
ters, the third in half, and the 
fourth in one quarter of an hour; 
in how long time would the ciftern 
be exhaufted, if they were all fet 
running tégether? H. 
+44 The favours of our numerous mathe- 
matical correfpondents {hall be duly attended 
to——-We fhail not be willing to infert any 
gueftions except thoie which are duficule 
to be anfwer’d. 
NAVAL.OFFICE, 
ENTERED. 
Sloop, Delight, J. Ward, New-York. 
oben» J. Huggias, Do. 
——Catherine, J. Clark Do. 
Schooner, Dolphin, i ‘Trowbridge 7a. 
Schooner, Hannah, D. Collis, St. Croix. 
CLEARED. 
Sloop, Friendfhip, A. Bradley, New-York 
Schooner, Polly, N. Atkins, N. Caroiina. 
Poliy, J. Barney, Piymoath. 
Sloop, Friendthip, A. Bradley, New-York. 
Conttant Packet, J. Dudley, Do. 
—Shelburne Packet, L. Atwater, ‘Tortoia. 
Polly, M. Lines, Gaudaloupe. 
eee William, E. French, Martinice. 
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